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Summary  Graffiti – what began as a hobby and pastime, is today a successful 
business run by three young creative entrepreneurs. What they 
need, apart from great commitment and good ideas, is financial 
backing and a suitable legal form for their company. Modest financial 
rewards count less for the three entrepreneurs than the chance to 
build their own business future. 

   
Didactics  By focusing on the three young graffiti artists, this programme high-

lights the basics of entrepreneurship while at the same time illustrat-
ing advantages and drawbacks of self-employment. Students consol-
idate what they have learnt by tackling the observation sheet and 
additional online material. In addition, teachers may wish – in class 
or group work – to expand on different legal forms of companies. 

   
Learning goals  The students… 

1. are able to list and explain advantages and drawbacks of being 
self-employed. 

2. can name personality characteristics required of a successful 
entrepreneur. 

3. are in a position to illustrate challenges on the way to setting up 
one’s own business. 

4. can outline some of the benefits and drawbacks of the different 
legal forms of companies mentioned in the programme. 

   
Methodical ideas    The following lesson plan is designed for one single lesson.  

1. Students list examples of start-up ventures that they know. (5 
minutes)  

2. Announce lesson targets and hand out observation sheet. (5 
minutes)  

3. Watch film in class and have students tackle observation sheet. 
(20 minutes)  

4. Briefly go over answers in class and clarify any questions. (5 
minutes) 

5. Pick out a selection of questions to discuss in more depth, for 
example questions 1, 2, 6, 12. (5 minutes) 

6. Have students summarise what they have learnt or provide your 
own summary. (5 minutes) 

   
Remarks  Suggestions for further exploration of topics:  

1. Internet research 1: visit the One Truth website and evaluate it;  
2. Internet research 2: what incentives does a students’ own can-

ton provide for new companies to be founded?  
3. Small-scale project: students develop a mini-portrait of a com-

pany recently started in their region. They base their observa-
tions on elements of company analysis. Possible forms of 
presentation: written paper, short presentation, poster  
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4. Large-scale project: students set up their own real mini-
enterprise, as part of a semester or annual project. For more 
ideas, see «YES – Young Enterprise Switzerland» (www.young-
enterprise.ch).  

 
   

Links  www.iconomix.ch  
Internet platform of the Swiss National Bank 

 

http://www.iconomix.ch/

