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  00:25 Youngsters address the question: Why take out insurance?  
Peter Saner, aged 23, was involved in a car accident. Fortunately, he 
had taken out fully comprehensive car insurance, and so he didn't 

suffer any financial loss. Accidents and disasters cause damage and 
costs. An insurance policy protects the policyholder against both. 
Insurance expert Peter Maas explains what different types of insur-

ance there are, and what properties they have in common.  
03:53 Youngsters talk about what can actually be insured.  
If you have the money, you can insure just about anything. Models 

insure their legs, musicians their hands. Nuclear power plants have 
to be insured against radiation accidents.  
Non-material values such as your zest for life cannot be insured.  

Peter Saner had insured more than his car. He is also insured 
through compulsory and voluntary policies, state schemes and pri-
vate ones. This gives him security and peace of mind. Expert Peter 

Maas explains how insurance has developed over the years. Today 
there are many different types. This reflects a great need for security. 
As Peter Maas says, this need is closely linked to a country's pros-

perity.  
07:20 Teenagers say if they have ever received compensation from 
an insurance company.  

When damage occurs, insurance policyholders can claim compensa-
tion. Peter's car was a write-off after the accident, to the tune of 
16'000 francs, but was covered by his fully comprehensive insurance 

policy.  
Insurance companies are often confronted with fraud. Peter Maas 
explains how and why this happens.  

10:24 Teenagers have their say on who benefits from the insurance 
business. There are many deals that benefit both sides – insurance 
companies and policyholders.  

Peter Saner is attending a skid control course. If he perfects his driv-
ing skills, his insurance company expects fewer claims. This means 
that his insurance premium will go down by 5 percent.  

People who favour hazardous sporting activities have reduced bene-
fits in case of an accident. Smokers have to pay more for life insu-
rance.  

Is there an imbalance between insurance companies and policyhold-
ers, in that insurers take unfair advantage of their clients? Peter 
Maas explains his position on this issue.  

   
 


